Hunting Celebrated At Peterborough Festival
By Anna Brookman

The East of England showground played host to the 4th Peterborough Festival of Hunting.  Promoting hunting of all sorts from beagles to greyhounds, the show provided entertainment for all, young and old, especially with the incredibly competitive Inter Hunt Team Relay Competition.  
Teams of four horses and riders had travelled from all over the country to compete, coming from as far a field as Surrey, Gloucestershire and Lancashire.  After a hotly contested knock-out competition, and with adrenalin and determination running high Vale of the White Horse Hunt were champions in the senior class defeating the Berkeley team, the best turned out prize went to the immaculate East Essex Hunt team.  In the junior class it was the Cambridgeshire with Enfield Chase Team beating North Cotswold Hunt Supporters to the finish line in the final.
Nick Herbert MP was on hand to present the NVQ Level 2 Certificates in Animal Care to the successful candidates that had completed the hunt kennel specific program.  The program is aimed at 16 – 18 year olds wishing to pursue careers in hunting and is supported by the Council of Hunting Associations and Haddon Training Ltd.

The success for young people in hunting was also to be found in the Beagle Ring where the Royal Agricultural College Beagles, wiped the board with the Best in Show honour going to Champion Dog Hound RAC Charlton ’08.

Elsewhere on the showground, foxhound, harrier, beagle, terrier and coursing enthusiasts gathered to watch the best of the breeds battle it out for the Championship titles.  The competition in the Fitzwilliam Hound Enclosure between the foxhound packs was as intense as ever, with Champion Dog Hound being taken by Duke of Beaufort’s Farrier ‘07, and Champion Bitch Hound by Heythrop Stylish ’08.
A very high standard of competition across the show ensured fantastic entertainment for all, and the message was clear that even four years after the Hunting Act came into force the support for all types of hunting is still there and continues to thrive.
